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It was the fall of  2020, and Diana  
Michaelson was looking for some-

thing to do. 
“All my classes were online, extra-

curriculars were wiped away, the tennis 
season was cancelled,” Michaelson said. 
“Frankly, I was kind of  bored.”

She saw a friend’s social media posts 
about an online climate leadership train-
ing program run by the Climate Reality 
Project, and she thought it looked inter-
esting. 

She signed up for the next session — 
and found her passion.

Michaelson, now a PACE senior, 
founded the Long Beach Green Schools 
Campaign, a student-led group that 
worked with the Long Beach Unified 
School District to create the Green 
School Energy and Sustainability Policy, 
which passed in August. 

For her efforts, she was one of  just 
16 environmental activists from around 
the world to win a 2022 International 
Young Eco-Hero Award this October.

“It was really exciting to see this kind 
of  project be showcased in an interna-
tional forum,” Michaelson said. “It was 
also really cool to hear what other people 
are doing across the globe. They’re doing 
work that is really different but ground-
ed in the same goals.”

Many of  Michaelson’s goals with the 
Green Schools Campaign were written 
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Diana Michaelson (with heart sign), a PACE senior, led the Long Beach Green Schools Campaign, which 
helped LBUSD develop the Green School Energy and Sustainability Policy adopted in August. 

We need your support! 
Use the QR code or 
enclosed envelope to 
donate now. To learn 
more about where the 
money goes, visit  
paceparent.org/ 
donate. 

into the LBUSD’s policy, in which the 
district committed to purchasing only 
zero-emissions equipment going for-
ward, with a goal of  net-zero emissions 
by 2045.

During the process, the group at-
tended two years of  school board meet-
ings and leaned on their advisor, AP U.S. 
History teacher Patrick Gillogly.

Michaelson, who participates in 
the biomedical research program and  

Model UN at Poly, is also currently serv-
ing as a social media and marketing in-
tern with LBUSD. She’s hoping to study 
public policy and biology when she goes 
to college next year.

And she’s confident that the coalition 
she and the Green Schools Campaign 
built will continue its work.

“This is just one of  many districts,” 
she said. “The ultimate goal is to get  
every district off  fossil fuels.”



Gretchen Webber got her start in 
education in 2003 as a speech- 

language pathologist at Longfellow Ele-
mentary. Before that, she worked in hos-
pitals and skilled nursing facilities with 
patients who had suffered strokes, head 
injuries, or dementia. This is her second 
year as a counselor at Poly High School.

What is your job, in a nutshell? 
As a counselor, I hope to support the 
academic, career, and social-emotional 
well-being of  each student. I am also a 
part of  the AP testing committee. I will 
be looking for parent volunteers in May. 
Hint, hint.

When should students schedule a 
meeting with you?
Students are able to schedule a meeting 
with me before school, during their un-
scheduled periods, or after school. They 
can email me anytime via CANVAS. I 
will also be meeting with students one-

on-one in the spring during their English 
class to choose classes for next year.

What made you want to work with 
the PACE program?
I was excited to work with students in 
PACE because I was a student of  a uni-
versity prep program in my high school. 
I know what it is like to put pressure on 
oneself  to get good grades in order to 
get into college and find a fulfilling ca-
reer. It is fun to work with these PACE 
students who are so driven and excited 

to further their education. 

What is your main goal as a PACE 
counselor?
My main goal is to be available to my 
students. I don't want them to feel alone 
as they navigate through their tough aca-
demic schedule and the social pressures 
that exist during the teen years. 

How has the school year been so far 
for you?
Every fall is very, very busy. I feel that 
this year overall is smoother than last 
year, though. Coming out of  the pande-
mic and having students return for the 
first time in 18 months was extremely 
chaotic last year. 

What do you like to do outside of  
school?
Outside of  school, I enjoy working out, 
reading murder mysteries and going on 
game shows (I've done five so far).

Erika Medina has worked as a coun-
selor in the Long Beach Unified 

School District since 2007, with stints 
at Lakewood, Wilson and Jordan. She 
was head counselor at Jordan before she 
took on her current role as counselor to 
PACE 10th, 11th and 12th graders. 

What’s been the best thing about 
working with PACE so far?
The kids are just exemplary. It’s been 
so fulfilling to work with them. And ev-
eryone has been very welcoming, from 
the staff  to the parents to the students. 
I’ve been working in the district a long 
time, and I’ve always heard that PACE is  
special, and I get it now. 

What is your main goal as a PACE 
counselor?
My main goal is that the students feel 
supported in their interactions with me. I 
want to them to find that I am a support 
for them in one way or another. So if  I 
can’t solve their problem, I can at least 

provide them some direction. 

Tell me about a typical day as a PACE 
counselor.
Lately, it’s been a lot of  college applica-
tions. Out of  170 seniors, about 40 to 
50 applied early action. My hat’s off  to 
the teachers and students, because they 
were ready to hit the ground running 
with the application process. I’ve also 
been observing, figuring out what the 
needs are for our students and how I can 
support them. Kids are still transitioning 

back from the pandemic, and I’m so glad 
we have an additional wellness center on 
campus to support our students. 

What kinds of  help do you offer  
students?
I help them get through course selection, 
ensuring they’re competitive and helping 
them keep a well-balanced load between 
their academics and whatever their pas-
sion is. I try to provide gentle remind-
ers so that they’re not just focusing on 
academics, but also enjoying the process 
and building connections. So if  they’re 
not doing music or a sport, I try to help 
them find a niche, a place they can con-
nect with other students.

What do you like to do outside of  
school? 
I like to travel and I like attending shows 
and concerts, so I try to combine the 
two. My daughter loves musicals, so we’ll 
go see shows. I just went to see Danny 
Elfman at the Hollywood Bowl. 
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Meet the New PACE Counselors
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Greetings from the new PACE Parent Group president

My name is Jyoti (pronounced “Jo-
ethee”) Nanda, and I am honored 

to serve this year as the PPG Board pres-
ident. I thank former president Kelly 
Sullivan and the past and present PPG 
Board members for their dedication to 
supporting our beloved PACE. We have 
another incredible group of  volunteer 
parents serving this year, and I hope 
you’ve met or know some of  us already. 

By way of  background, my family and 
I have lived in Long Beach for over 20 
years, and I grew up in Southern Califor-
nia; my son Sai Trivedi is an 11th-grade 
PACE student, and I have a daughter in 
8th grade at Rogers Middle School. 

In my day job, I teach law school in 
the areas of  criminal law, ethics, youth 
and justice, social justice, and public in-
terest. All of  my advocacy, research, and 
writing focus on the gaps in our laws to 
protect the rights of  our country’s most 
marginalized children, especially in our 
Black, Native, and Latine communities, 
when they intersect with our juvenile de-
pendency (foster care) and delinquency 
systems. The overall well-being of  chil-
dren is what is most important to me 
and a significant reason I support our 
remarkable PACE program. 

My goals this year are to grow sup-
port for PPG with current families and 

alums, increase the visibility of  PACE 
and our successes within LBUSD, and 
continue to find meaningful ways to sup-
port our PACE students, teachers, and 
counselors. There has never been a more 
critical time than now to increase sup-
port for LBUSD’s specialized programs, 
including PACE. We must maintain their 
strength and ensure they are accessible 
to all students for generations to come. 

I hope you’ll join us in these efforts! 
If  you have any ideas or want to reach 
us, please email us at polypaceparent@
gmail.com. Go Jackrabbits!

The new Long Beach Poly Pickleball Club, founded by PACE student Taylor Mercado along with her sister, CIC student Sydney  
Mercado, and CIC student Noah Coles, had its first three clinics this fall at the Virginia Country Club in Bixby Knolls. The club is spon-
sored by Major League Pickleball teams the Jackrabbits and BLQK and pickleball equipment manufacturer JOOLA, which provided the 
club’s paddles and nets. USA Pickleball ambassador Mark Leonard and Poly parent David Pemberton are coaching the players. Poly 
students who want to join can send Taylor, Sydney and Noah a message via the club’s Instagram account, @lbpolypickleball.

Jyoti Nanda
PACE PPG President

Poly plays pickleball!



PACE Parent Group (PPG) is a non-profit board consisting of PACE 
parent volunteers who raise and manage donations in order to provide 

additional support to the PACE academic and scholarship program.
You can donate 
online at www.
paceparent.org, 
use the enclosed 
envelope, or simply 
scan here. 

President
VP Parent Education       

VP Philanthropy     
Secretary
Treasurer

  Fundraising Chair
Communications Co-Chair
Communications Co-Chair

Jyoti Nanda
Dr. Helen Currie
Lillian Villa-Quintero
Devon Trunelle
Michelle Pryor
Vicki Lladoc
Terry O’Dell
Robin Jones

PO Box 41845  Long Beach, CA 90853
     www.paceparent.org 
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The PACE Literary Tour was back on this past 
summer after a two-year hiatus. We asked 10th 
grade English teacher Sarah Schol, who leads the 
tours with 9th grade English teacher Kim Floto and 
AP Language and Composition teacher Julianne 
Beebe, to give us a rundown on what the tours are 
all about. Here’s what she said:

Each of  these trips offers students an  
opportunity to explore monuments,  
UNESCO World Heritage Sites, and inter-
national landmarks, all while providing op-
portunities to learn about different cultures 
and explore regional customs and foods.

The trips also give kids ample free time 
to explore these cities with their friends, 
something that is not always possible on 
other tours. We have used free time to 
hike Arthur’s Seat in Scotland or to swim 
and shop in the French Riviera. I’ve raced 
students up the steps of  an ancient colos-
seum not far from France’s papal palace; 
we’ve taken Irish dancing workshops and 
performed scenes from Romeo and Juliet 
at Shakespeare’s Globe theatre. We’ve even 
had the chance to swim and picnic at Pont 
Du Gard. 

This year, we are excited to visit King 
Ludwig’s Neuschwanstein castle, walk the 
streets of  Venice, and explore breathtaking 
scenery from Lake Lucerne and the top of  
the Alps.

The PACE literary tour happens every 
other year on odd years. We encourage stu-
dents from each grade level to come along 
on these trips, where they’ll form lifelong 
memories.

PACE students explore different cultures on annual literary tour

On the summer PACE 
literary tours through 
Europe, students have 
the chance to connect 
what they learn in 
history and literature 
courses to real life. 
They also have a blast 
goofing off with Ms. 
Schol, Mrs. Floto and 
Mrs. Beebe.

Follow us on social media! 
Instagram: @polypaceparent

Facebook: 


